
KS1 Curriculum Information Evening

Please take a seat and we will start shortly!



Meet the team
Year 1

Miss Tam

Mr Friesner

Miss Windaybank

Mrs Andrews

Year 2

Mr Pinguenet

Miss Riley

Mrs Emery-Symmons

Mrs Osborne



Aims for the evening
•To introduce you to our English and Maths curriculum

•Provide an understanding of the approaches we use for 
both core subjects

•Share how you can support at home



Wider Curriculum

•History and Geography

•PSHE – Jigsaw and Circle times

•Science 

•Art and Design Technology

•PE

•Music

•Religion and World Views 

•French

-Taught throughout the year
-Topics driven by history and geography
-Cross curricular links as often as possible with a 
purpose



KS1 Curriculum – what changes from Reception?

Reception

•Follows Early Years Foundation Stage 
statutory framework

•More play-based approach

•Heavy emphasis on Early Reading and 
securing Phonics knowledge

Key Stage 1 
• New curriculum –KS1 section of National 

Curriculum – Primary

• More formalised lessons

• Continued emphasis on Early Reading 

• In Year 2, beginning to prepare for KS2



English in Years 1 and 2
Our aim is to provide a rich literate 

environment which will inspire creativity 
through reading, speaking and listening and 

a range of writing opportunities on both 
paper and screen.

OYT



Inspirational activities…

❖Trips – SS Great Britain, We the Curious and Caldicot 
Castle

❖Visitors to school, last term we welcomed a fantastic 
storyteller

❖WOW moments such as dinosaurs in school!

❖Explorer Dome for Y2

❖World Book Day

❖Bedtime story – 20th November 2024

❖Creative Writing Week was a huge success 

OYT



A starting point … 
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Reading

Guided Reading

For children on the Little Wandle scheme – small 
groups will read twice a week with a teacher and LSA's.

Each session focuses on a different skill of fluency, 
expression and comprehension. 

JF



Changing books
Children can change their books on a Monday and Friday, if they have read 
them three times.

The children can also choose a Reading for Pleasure book from their class or 
the library which we will be starting this term. 

Online reading: 
Oxford Owl is a good free website of online 
books and activities.

JF



Little Wandle Reading levels

Children will be assessed at the end of every term using the 
Little Wandle assessments. 

JF

Progression through the 
Little Wandle scheme 
- 1 
- 2.1/2.2/2.3/2.4/2.5
- 3.1/3.2
- 4.1/4.2
- 5.1/5.2/5.3/5.4/5.5



Reading beyond Little Wandle

Children move off the scheme when they 
complete both the level 5.5 assessment and 
the fluency check. 

They then move onto the colour banding, 
starting on Purple level, and can change their 
books as and when they wish. 

They will continue to be read with each week. 

JF



Reading Scheme – Book Bands
We make the decision to move a child onto the next level 
using a range of assessment criteria.

Comprehension skills move from an understanding of 
events that are explicit in the text to those which are 
inferred. Discussion is very important. 

Most reading books contain skills to focus on the front or 
back cover

Please send reading books to school every day whether 
they have been read or not, and note in reading record 
books whether your child has finished it or which page is to 
be read next.

JF



Supporting Comprehension

• Check that the text makes sense to them as they are reading and correct inaccurate 
reading.

• Discuss the significance of the title and events.

• Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done.

• Make predictions on the basis of what has been read so far.

JF
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English across the Curriculum

• One writing book is used across the curriculum in order to 
improve standards

• Writing not seen as an isolated skill

• Children given the best opportunities to engage in writing 
process

• Writing for a purpose with a clear target audience

LW



Writing

Our whole school approach provides systematic teaching 
of skills such as spelling, punctuation, grammar, use of 
descriptive words and phrases, conjunctions and 
handwriting. These begin in Reception and are continued 
and developed during Years 1 and 2.

LW

- Albert Einstein



Handwriting
❖  Sitting position

❖  Pencil grip

❖ Correctly formed and orientated letters and joins – diagonal 
or horizontal strokes

❖ Consistent size + ascenders and descenders

❖ ‘Joined legible script’ – aim for end of Year 2

❖ Letter formation rhymes linked to Little Wandle 

LW



Marking and Feedback 
• Green and ‘Pink to think’ also used for children to identify 

skills the children are using and those to think about for next 
time.

LW



Spelling

LW



Year 1 Spellings have changed this term. 

Year 2 spellings are will be given out weekly and monitored 
termly for participation. 

Some tricky words may be recapped throughout the coming 
terms.

We are hoping this will help children embed the 

spellings linked to their phonic knowledge outside of 
English lessons. 

LW

Spelling



Phonics Screening Check

LW



LW



LW



We will add a link on the newsletter … 

OYT



Still to come this year…

• Book Fair

• World Book Day fun in March

• Get caught reading competition – Easter

• Mystery readers – please ask your class teacher ☺

OYT



Y1 and Y2 Curriculum Evening

Maths 

LR



Objectives for the evening

 To see what Maths looks like in 
KS1

 How and what we teach in Maths

 Some ideas of how to help your 
child at home. 

LR



National Curriculum for Mathematics

 Focus on depth of knowledge.

 There is emphasis on problem solving 

and being able to apply their 

knowledge to unseen problems.

 Reasoning

 Fluency

LR



Assessments

 There are NO SATS at the end of Year 2.

 We do internal assessments to track progress through school.

 In Year 1 these are informally with teacher judgement used.

 In Year 2, we combine teacher judgments from ongoing assessments of 
learning in lessons with a formal assessment at the mid point and end of 
year.

 We always tell the children they are to show us what we need to teach and 
that they can only do their best.

 We use these to inform planning next steps. It also helps us track gaps in 
knowledge across the year.

LR



Aims of Mastery

For all children to:

◆ Become fluent and ‘masters’ in the 

fundamentals of Maths so that they are 

efficient in using and selecting appropriate 

methods.

◆ Solve problems by applying their Maths.

◆Use mathematical language to explain their 

thinking.

JES



NCETM Curriculum
 Based on research

 Covers the National Curriculum

 Supports mastery approach

 Scaffolded with a Small steps approach to moving 

learning forwards

 Exposure to different representations and models

 Plenty of opportunity to stretch children through 

reasoning and problem solving.

JES



Topics taught in blocks:

LP JES



Skills to practise:

▪ Counting on and back in 1s, 2s, 5s 10s, starting not always 
from one.

▪ Recognition of odd and even numbers, counting in 2s 
(evens) and count in odd numbers – 1 3 5 7 9 etc

▪ Doubles and halves

▪ Quick fire questions e.g. 11, 12, ?, what is 10 less than 37?

▪ Children answer with whiteboards, fans, digit cards, not 
just hands up (this means every child is involved):

▪ Emphasis at KS1 on oral calculations – may not see pages of 
calculations in books.

▪ Always horizontal presentation of calculations 

▪ Number facts – number bonds - which 2 numbers add up to 
another number. Up to and including 10.  link to teen 
numbers, then link to 100s.

JES



A Maths Session

 In Y1 and Y2 our Maths session will last for about an hour.

 The lesson is divided into 3 sections but not set in stone:

 The Oral and Mental starter  (5 – 10 mins)

 The Main teaching session (40 mins)

 The Plenary/Reflection (5  mins)

JES



Starter:

• Opportunity to revisit previous skills taught

• Interactive as possible – all children involved. 

• Focus on counting skills – forwards and 

backwards across 100 from any given number. 

• Counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. 

• Quick fire number facts – Importance of 

number bonds within 10 to support future 

mathematical thinking. 

• Number formation – Term 1 

JES



Mathematical vocabulary

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 Maths vocabulary is introduced and revisited during the oral and mental session. 

Calculation/equation/statement (Y2) 

Number sentence (Y1) not just sum (adding)

tricky vocab, variety of terms to describe operations.

JES
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Main teaching session 

 New skills and knowledge, from the topic for that term, building on previous 
knowledge.

 Input as a class but children work on an activity, individually, in pairs or as a 
group.

 Activity may be recorded or it may be a practical activity.

 Problem solving activities are built into the weekly planning.

JES



 Practical work – opportunity for maths talk through mathematical 

thinking with peers. Use apparatus – tens frames, numicon, dienes, 

cubes etc to visually see the maths.

 Work on white boards – show me, address any misconceptions.

 Recorded work – Gives the children the opportunity to record 

their understanding and provides teachers with assessment 

opportunities. It should show their thinking and mistakes with 

learning

 Mastery – opportunities for reasoning

JES



Some example lessons

JES



The elephant is heavier than the mouse.

The mouse is lighter than the elephant.  

Can you 
remember the 
sentence stem 
that we 
practiced 
yesterday?

LR



The green snake is                      than the red snake.

1
longer

shorter

taller

wider

heavier

lighter

LR



Set A Set B Set C

25 9 12

`Set              is greater than  set 

LR



Set A Set B Set C

25 9 12

`Set              is less than  set 

LR



LR





LR



The Plenary (5 mins)

 General summary of session.

 Final part of session when the lesson is rounded off by revisiting the learning 

objective, recorded or practical work discussed and any misconceptions or 

repeated errors are corrected.

 Work may be shown, methods of overcoming problem discussed or vocab 

reinforced.

LR



Practical resources 

 Tens frames

 Dienes

 Rekenrek

 Counters

 Multilink – link to Numberblocks 

LR



DoodleMaths 

 Your child has been given a free account

 Should be used daily for 5/10 mins

 Success celebrated in school 

 Has proven to improve children's confidence and ability in maths if used 

correctly (10 minutes a day)

LR



Mathematics at KS1 to:
• Encourage creativity with numbers
• Recognise links and patterns in 

Maths
• Encourage children to talk about 

how they ‘worked it out’ – use of 
the open number-line.

• “I know this because……..”

LR



How to help your child at home

Developing some new maths booklets to send home to support – 
calculation policy should be accessible on website but will be sent 

out after this.

Talk them about their learning in school

Little and often practise away from school – reading clocks, counting 
sheep, sharing out sweets, a few quick questions on the walk to 

school

Doodle maths

Dice games

LR



Thank you for coming 
this evening….
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